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SUBJECT: VISIT TO US OE NORWEGIAN MOD SECRETARY GENERAL CASPAR 
STEPHANSEN 

REE: (A) OSLO 1024, (B) OSLO 0968 

1. MOD SECRETARY GENERAL CASPAR STEPHANSEN WILL ACCOMPANY 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE HANSEN (SEE REFTEL) ON HIS APRIL 20-25 
VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES. STEPHANSEN INDICATED RECENTLY 
TO EMBASSY'S POL/MIL OFFICER THAT HE AND LT. COL. NAESS (HANSEN'S 
MILITARY AIDE) WOULD BE TRAVELING TO WASHINGTON ON 
APRIL 20 IN ADVANCE OF HANSEN. THEY PLAN TO REMAIN IN 
WASHINGTON UNTIL THE DEFENSE MINISTER JOINS THEM SOME TIME 
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ON THE 23RD. STEPHANSEN HAS ASKED WHETHER IT WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE TO PROGRAM HIM AND NAESS SEPARATELY ON FRIDAY, 

APRIL 21. HE NOTED THAT HE HAS BEEN TO THE US ONLY TWICE 
IN THE LAST 30 YEARS, AND WOULD WELCOME AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
GET TO KNOW THE ADMINISTRATION’S DEFENSE AND FOREIGN 
POLICY REPRESENTATIVES A LITTLE BETTER. 
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2. WE CONCUR ENTIRELY WITH STEPHANSEN'S DESIRE EOR AN 
APRIL 21 SCHEDULE OE APPOINTMENTS AND WOULD RECOMMEND 
THAT HE SEE THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS: 

AT STATE: 


DEP ASSISTANT SECRETARY VINE AT STATE 
PM DIRECTOR GELB 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT SHULMAN 
S/PC DIRECTOR LAKE 

AT DEEENSE: 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY MCGIEEORT 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY SIENNA 
GENERAL GRAVES 
GENERAL BOWMAN 

3. STEPHANSEN, AS THE SENIOR CIVIL SERVANT IN THE DEEENSE 
MINISTRY, IS THE BACKBONE OF THE MINISTRY'S MANAGEMENT AND 
DEALS REGULARLY, ON A DAY-TO-DAY BASIS, WITH THE NUTS AND 
BOLTS ISSUES OF MILITARY IMPORTANCE TO THE ALLIANCE. HE HAS BEEN 
EXTREMELY EORTHCOMING AND COOPERATIVE WITH THE EMBASSY 
OVER A NUMBER OE YEARS AND WOULD BE AN INTELLIGENT AND 
USEEUL RECIPIENT OE INEORMATION. 
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4. HIS VISIT AS WELL AS, OE COURSE, MINISTER HANSEN'S, 

WOULD OEEER AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR US TO DELIVER 
A EEW PERTINENT MESSAGES. DURING THE LALT SEVERAL 
MONTHS, SENIOR-LEVEL GON OEEICIALS HAVE BEEN CLEARLY 
PREPARING THE WAY FOR DECREASED DEEENSE SPENDING AS 

A RESULT OF THE DEPRESSED NORWEGIAN ECONOMY. WE THINK 
THAT STEPHANSEN SHOULD BE TOLD THAT WHILE WE SYMPATHIZE 
WITH NORWAY'S UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEM, NOW IS NOT THE TIME 
TO WEAKEN ALLIANCE SOLIDARITY AND RESOLVE AS WE FACE 
A SUMMIT MEETING IN A EEW MONTHS WHICH IS INTENDED TO IN- 
AUGERATE A MAJOR PROGRAM AIMED AT IMPROVING NATO DEFENSE 
CAPABILITIES. HE SHOULD ALSO BE TOLD THAT WHILE SUMMIT 
AGREEMENT TO FURTHER STUDY THE RESULTS OE THE LONG- 
TERM INITIATIVES EEEORT MIGHT BE POLITICALLY PALATABLE, 

IT WOULD BE MILITARY UNWISE AND WOULD, IN EEEECT, RENDER 
THE WORK OE THE LAST TWELVE MONTHS A WASTE OE TIME. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: RESPONSE ASAP INDICATING 

WHETHER SCHEDULE ALONG LINES SKETCHED OUT IN PARAS 1 AND 
2 IS POSSIBLE. 

LERNER 
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